St Austin’s R.C Primary School

Foundation Stage Policy

Grow In Faith Together
Introduction

· At St Austin’s we believe that each child is unique and entitled to an education that will build upon his/her own individual experience.

· The Foundation Stage extends from the age of three to the end of the reception year. St Austin’s Foundation Unit includes nursery and reception children.

· The Foundation Stage is important in its own right. It is the Early Learning Goals that set out what is expected of most children by the end of the Foundation Stage.

· The Early Year’s Foundation Stage (EYFS) sets the standards that all early years’ providers must meet to ensure that children learn and develop well and are kept healthy and safe. It promotes teaching and learning to ensure children’s school readiness and gives children the broad range of knowledge and skills that provide the right foundation for good future progress through school life. (Statutory Framework for the EYFS).

Statement of School Aims.
These aims embrace the principles for early year’s education which are set out in the statutory framework for the EYFS.

Personal Aims: -
· To ensure all children feel included, secure and valued.

· To build on what children already know and can do, supporting and extending their knowledge, skills, understanding and confidence and helping them to overcome any disadvantage.

· To ensure that no child is excluded or disadvantaged because of ethnicity, culture or religion, home language, family background, special educational needs, disability, gender or ability.

· To observe and respond appropriately to children, informed by knowledge of how children develop and learn.

Curriculum Aims: -
· To plan an effective Foundation Stage curriculum which takes account of children’s different starting points; matches the different levels of young children’s needs and provides opportunities for planned and purposeful play both indoors and outdoors.

· To provide opportunities for children to engage in activities planned by adults and also those they plan or initiate themselves.

· To observe and respond appropriately to children, informed by knowledge of how children develop and learn.

· To provide a rich and stimulating, well planned and well organised learning environment which encourages children to be independent learners.

· To provide high quality care and education which promotes children’s physical, intellectual, emotional and social development.

Parent / Community Aims: -
· To foster strong links and good communication with all the local schools and the wider community we serve.

· To work in partnership with parents in an atmosphere of mutual respect within which adults and children can have security and confidence. 

Overarching principles.

At St Austin’s we actively aim to embed the four guiding principles which helps us to shape our practice in the Foundation Unit.

These are:

· Every child is a unique child, who is constantly learning and can be resilient, capable, confident and self assured;

· Children learn to be strong and independent through positive relationships;
· Children learn and develop well in enabling environments, in which their experiences respond to their individual needs and there is a strong partnership between practitioners and parents and/or carers; and

· Children develop and learn in different ways and at different rates. The framework covers the education and care of all children in early year’s provision, including children with special educational needs and disabilities.

     (Statutory Framework for the EYFS).
Teaching and learning.

Areas of learning.

There are seven areas of learning and development that shape the educational programmes in St Austin’s Foundation Unit.

Three areas are particularly crucial for building children’s capacity to learn, form relationships and encourage children’s curiosity and enthusiasm for learning. These three prime areas are;

· Communication and language

· Physical development

· Personal, social and emotional development

We also support children in four specific areas. These are;

· Literacy

· Mathematics

· Understanding the world

· Expressive arts and design

Play in the Foundation Stage Unit.

Play motivates children to learn, sustains their interest and develops concentration. Through play children are given the opportunity to think, create, explore and solve problems. The interests of the child lead the teaching and learning that Foundation Stage pupils participate in. Practitioners will support children’s learning through interacting, questioning, responding to questions, working with and observing children, assessing and reporting children’s progress. This includes planning and creating the learning environment, organising time and use of resources to support and extend children’s learning.
Religious Education
To develop the R.E aspect of the curriculum, we use the ‘Come and See’ scheme approved by the Archdiocese of Liverpool for Catholic Primary Schools. The children in the Foundation Unit take part in assemblies and church services throughout the year. 

Planning in the Foundation Unit.

Long Term Planning

Our planning document for ongoing provision forms a large part of our Long Term planning as well as an overview of the year ensuring all seven areas of learning are covered. Long term planning identifies opportunities to regularly promote early learning objectives through provision areas, core resources and routines that are continually available and part of children’s everyday routine.

Medium Term Planning
This forms a bank of ideas for possible activities and experiences for the children. Practitioners cannot predict the focus for medium term planning for a whole year in advance as medium term plans will need to respond to children’s needs, interests and the ‘next steps’ in their learning.

Short Term Planning
We plan a mixture of teacher led, teacher initiated and child-initiated activities, as well as providing continuous provision throughout the unit. 
Observation and Assessment 
Observation
At St Austin’s we observe children and respond appropriately to help them make progress. We observe and assess each child’s achievements, interests and learning styles.

We use these observations and assessments to identify learning priorities and plan relevant and motivating learning experiences for each child.

We will observe children by: -
· Watching what children do

· Listening to what they say

· Noticing how they behave

· Watching their interactions with others

· Interacting and talking to children

· Raising questions

· Posing problems for them to answer

· Being aware of the context in which children are learning

· Recognising children’s achievements

· Collecting and annotating their work

Assessment
At St Austin’s we believe that assessment plays an important part in helping parents, carers and practitioners to recognise children’s progress, understand their needs and to plan next steps.

Formative assessment

Formative assessment involves all practitioners in the Unit observing children to understand their level of achievement, interests and learning styles. These observations then form the next steps for each child’s learning and development. Every child in the Foundation Unit has a special book which includes observations, children’s annotated work, photographs, children’s and parent comments. The children can share their special book with parents and carers. 

Summative assessment

The Early Years Foundation Stage Profile summarises all of the formative assessment undertaken. It summarises children’s progress towards the Early Learning Goals. The reception teacher participates in Local Authority moderation.
Monitoring of the Foundation Stage
The Foundation stage manager is responsible for the day to day organisation of the Foundation Unit ensuring high quality provision indoors and outdoors, identifying staff needs and monitoring pupil progress.  Monitoring also takes the form of: -
· Weekly plans moderated by the FS manager and SLT.

· Assessments monitored by FS manager and SLT.

· Observations of teaching by the Head teacher and FS manager.

· Visits by Foundation Stage governor and feedback from parents.

 Inclusion
St Austin’s is committed to providing an inclusive setting. We meet the needs of all our children through:

· Planning opportunities that build on and extend the children’s knowledge, experience and interests, and develop their self esteem and confidence;

· Using a variety of teaching strategies that are based on children’s learning needs;

· Providing a wide range of opportunities to motivate and support children, and to help them to learn effectively;

· Offering a safe and supportive environment, in which the contribution of all children is valued;

· Employing resources that reflect diversity, and that avoid discrimination and stereotyping

· Planning challenging activities for children whose ability and understanding are in advance of their language and communication skills;

· Monitoring children’s progress and providing support as necessary.

We work closely with our school SENCO and outside agencies to support children if necessary.

Our Key Worker system promotes secure relationships between the children, their parents/carers and the key person.

Safeguarding And Welfare
The requirements for safeguarding and welfare to cover EYFS can be found in the school’s existing policy.
The Role of Parents
We recognise that parents play an important role in their children’s development and education at St Austin’s. We achieve this by:

· visits to the school for each new Nursery and Reception intake;

· welcome and information meetings for new parents for each new intake;

· parents’ afternoons;

· open door policy to enable parents to communicate with staff;

· meetings to inform parents about the Foundation Stage curriculum;

· informing parents about their children’s learning and development through ‘Learning Stories’ and ‘Parent’s Voice’;
· feedback from parent questionnaires. 
Staffing and Organisation
There are two Nursery sessions, morning and afternoon, catering for

26 children in each session. There is a Nursery teacher and one full time permanent Teaching Assistant in the Nursery setting.

There is one Reception class with a maximum intake of 30 children. There is a Reception teacher and a full-time permanent Teaching Assistant in the Reception class.

All practitioners are encouraged to participate in LA and in-service training.

 Organisation of teaching will include whole class teaching, focus group teaching and individual teaching through;

· questioning of pupils to probe understanding and previous knowledge;

· demonstrations to whole class;

· differentiated activities;

· clear aims and objectives.

Session Times
Nursery

9.00-12.00     Morning session

12.15-3.15     Afternoon session

12.00-1.00     Lunchtime session
Reception
9.00-12.00    

12.00-1.15     Lunch 
1.15-3.15
Admissions
Nursery
Where the number of applications exceeds the number of places available the Governing Body will apply the following over-subscription criteria: 

· Baptised Catholic Looked After Children;

· Baptised Catholic children living in the Parishes of St Austin’s;

· Our Lady’s Portico and the former Parish of Sacred Heart;

· Looked After Children other than Catholic;

· Children with brothers and sisters in the school at the time of likely admission;

· Children resident within the borough of St Helens;

· Baptised Catholic children from Parishes outside those 
     defined in 2.

Reception
Where the number of applications exceeds the number of places available the Governing Body will apply the following over-subscription criteria: 

· Baptised Catholic Looked After Children;

· Baptised Catholic children living in the Parishes of St Austin’s;

· Baptised Catholic Children who have a brother or sister at the school, at the time of likely admission;

· Baptised Catholic Children living in other Catholic Parishes;

· Children in the care of the LEA other than Catholic;

· Children who are other than Catholic who have a brother or sister at the school at the time of likely admission;

· Children from other Christian denominations;

· Children of other faiths;

· Children whose parents express a preference for a place at the school.

The Learning Environment 
The learning environment at St Austin’s Foundation Unit is the physical space where nursery and reception children spend their time. It includes the setting, cloakrooms, displays, toilet areas and outdoor area. The learning environment is organised so that children can access the resources and put them away independently. In addition, there are a variety of spaces both indoors and outdoors where children can be physically active or quiet. There are also areas with materials to investigate and to build; places where sand, water, clay and other malleable materials are available. The learning environment is organised so that all children have the opportunity to access the Foundation curriculum fully.
Self evaluation in the Foundation Stage.

The Foundation Stage was awarded a Quality mark in November 2009.

We undergo a self evaluation process in the Foundation Stage. We are currently using the ECERS (Early Childhood Environmental Rating Scale). In doing so we aim to reflect upon our practice, share good practice and improve it through a structured approach. The self evaluation process informs future action plans. All practitioners are involved in completing the ECERS and parents are also consulted when appropriate.
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