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English Policy

Growing In Faith Together

       Our Mission Statement

St Austin’s is like a star, where the light inside each one of us shines brightly. 

As a team, we support, value and respect each other.

As a family, we use our talents to be the best that we can be,

Following the word of Jesus as we …..

Grow In Faith Together

St Austin’s Roman Catholic Primary School
English Policy

Intent

At St Austin’s we believe that a quality Literacy (English) curriculum should develop children’s love of reading, writing and discussion. We aim to inspire an appreciation of our rich and varied literary heritage and a habit of reading widely and often. We recognise the importance of nurturing a culture where children take pride in their writing, can write clearly and accurately and adapt their language and style for a range of contexts. We want to inspire children to be confident in the art of speaking and listening and who can use discussion to communicate and further their learning.
We believe that children need to develop a secure knowledge-base in Literacy, which follows a clear pathway of progression as they advance through the primary curriculum. We believe that a secure basis in literacy skills is crucial to a high quality education and will give our children the tools they need to participate fully as a member of society.
 
The national curriculum for English aims to ensure that all pupils:
● read easily, fluently and with good understanding
● develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure and information
● acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of linguistic conventions for reading, writing and spoken language
● appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage
● write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their language and style in and for a range of contexts, purposes and audiences
● use discussion in order to learn; they should be able to elaborate and explain clearly their understanding and ideas
● are competent in the arts of speaking and listening, making formal presentations.
Implementation of National Curriculum 2014
In the National Curriculum for 5 - 11 year olds, English is developed through four key areas:

· Spoken Language

· Reading – Word Reading & Comprehension

· Writing – Transcription & Composition

· Spelling, Vocabulary, Grammar & Punctuation

It is important to note that each is closely interrelated with the next, so it becomes increasingly difficult to consider one without the other(s).

The Early Years Foundation Stage
English in Early Years is based upon the Foundation Stage Profile strand of Communication, Language & Literacy.

Communication, language and literacy depend on learning and being competent in a number of key skills, together with having the confidence, opportunity, encouragement, support and disposition to use them. This area of learning includes communication, speaking and listening in different situations and for different purposes, being read a wide range of books and reading simple texts and writing for a variety of purposes.

To give all children the best opportunities for effective development and learning in communication, language and literacy, practitioners should give particular attention to:

· Providing opportunities for children to communicate thoughts, ideas and feelings and build up relationships with adults and each other

· Incorporating communication, language and literacy development in planned activities in each area of learning;

· Giving opportunities to share and enjoy a wide range of rhymes, music, songs, poetry, stories and non-fiction books

· Giving opportunities for linking language with physical movement in action songs and rhymes, role play and practical experiences

· Planning an environment that reflects the importance of language through signs, notices and books

· Providing opportunities for children to see adults writing and for children to experiment with writing for themselves through making marks, personal writing symbols and conventional script
· Providing time and opportunities to develop spoken language through conversations between children and adults, both one-to- one and in small groups, with particular awareness of, and sensitivity to, the needs of children for whom English is an  additional language.
At Key Stage One (Years 1 and 2):
Children should learn to speak confidently and listen to what others have to say. They should begin to read and write independently and with enthusiasm. They should use language to explore their own experiences and imaginary worlds.

At Key Stage Two (Years 3-6):
Children should learn to change the way they speak and write to suit different situations, purposes and audiences. They should read a range of texts and respond to different layers of meaning in them. They should explore the use of language in literary and non-literary texts and learn how the structure of language works.
Spoken Language

The National Curriculum for English reflects the importance of spoken language in pupils’ development across the whole curriculum – cognitively, socially and linguistically.

Spoken language underpins the development of reading and writing. The quality and variety of language that pupils hear and speak are vital for developing their vocabulary and grammar and their understanding for reading and writing. Teachers should therefore ensure the continual development of pupils’ confidence and competence in spoken language and listening skills.

Pupils should develop a capacity to explain their understanding of books and other reading, and to prepare their ideas before they write. They must be assisted in making their thinking clear to themselves as well as to others and teachers should ensure that pupils build secure foundations by using discussion to probe and remedy their misconceptions. Pupils should also be taught to understand and use the conventions for discussion and debate.

All pupils should be enabled to participate in and gain knowledge, skills and understanding associated with the artistic practice of drama. Pupils should be able to adopt, create and sustain a range of roles, responding appropriately to others in role.

They should have opportunities to improvise, devise and script drama for one another and a range of audiences, as well as to rehearse, refine, share and respond thoughtfully to drama and theatre performances. Statutory requirements which underpin all aspects of spoken language across the six years of primary education form part of the national curriculum.

These are reflected and contextualised within the reading and writing domains which follow.
Reading

Reading is a skill essential for life and at St Austin’s we want our children to leave school with a love of reading. Reading is a habit and that habit needs to be grounded in what we do at school. Children need to see those around them loving books, so the staff  are encouraged to share their love of reading with the children. This of course includes magazines, newspapers and online reading as well as traditional books. We encourage quality reading on a daily basis, which includes children reading independently in key stage 2 and listening to the teacher read. 
The programmes of study for reading at key stages 1 and 2 consist of two dimensions:

· word reading

· comprehension (both listening and reading)
Phonics:
At St Austin’s we follow the ‘Read, Write, Inc’ phonics scheme. In the Nursery setting, children begin by learning their initial sounds as a whole class.  When the children enter Reception, they are assessed and then grouped according to phonic ability. Children who take part in RWI receive 30 minute sessions on a daily basis and are assessed regularly. 
Whole Class Reading

Teachers read with pupils a range of texts focusing on comprehension and specific features in relation to objectives and content domains. This is an opportunity for teachers to model the act of being a fluent reader. Teachers demonstrate to the class by ‘thinking aloud’ the skills required to be a reader. For whole class reading, the text chosen should be at a challenging level and the teacher should plan  questions (differentiated when appropriate) that encourage the children to enjoy, understand, discuss and analyse the written word in a supported environment. Teachers are encouraged to choose texts that will uncover new vocabulary and themes, opening up discussions around the language of books. For children working below age- related expectations, reading may be taught in a smaller group session led by a TA or HLTA using a suitable text.
As well as whole class novels, teachers are encouraged to use a variety of medium to teach reading, including: newspaper articles, video clips, extracts from classic novels etc., covering a breadth of topics.
Guided Reading

In Key Stages 1 and 2 Guided Reading sessions take place in small, differentiated groups at least once a week with the class teacher or teaching assistant.  Timetabled into each week are slots where each class has a sufficient amount of adults to conduct a guided session with each group at once.  This enables each class to have a high quality session at least once a week.  On all other days, one group will have a guided session with the teacher whilst other children complete an independent English task (key stage 1) or DEAR time (Drop Everything And Read) in key stage 2. During guided reading, the teacher focusses on the objectives and content domains that need to be taught.
Independent Reading and Home Reading

From Reception to Key Stage 1 the independent books that children read in school and at home are linked to their phonics learning.  When the children are ready, they are tested on our Accelerated Reader system which analyses their reading age and level so that they can be given a banded number range within which they can choose a reading book of their choice. Alongside this, there is an online system which tests their comprehension after reading each book.  This can be tracked by the class teacher to ensure that the pupils are confidently understanding what they are reading.  Each child is reassessed each half term on their reading level. The children are expected to have quality reading time each day in school and to read at home at least three times a week.
Spelling, Vocabulary, Grammar & Punctuation
Opportunities for teachers to enhance pupils’ vocabulary arise naturally from their reading and writing. To assist further with this, each class uses the concept of learning ‘a word a day’.  Every year group works from a specific list of words to enrich their knowledge. 
 As vocabulary increases, teachers should show pupils how to understand the relationships between words, how to understand nuances in meaning, and how to develop their understanding of, and ability to use, figurative language.

They should also teach pupils how to work out and clarify the meanings of unknown words and words with more than one meaning. 
Pupils are taught to control their speaking and writing consciously and to use Standard English. They should be taught to use the elements of spelling, grammar, punctuation and ‘language about language’ listed in the curriculum. 

Throughout the programmes of study, teachers should teach pupils the vocabulary they need to discuss their reading, writing and spoken language. It is important that pupils learn the correct grammatical terms in English and that these terms are integrated within teaching.
Spelling at St Austin’s is developed through:
· The systematic teaching of phonics in EYFS and  KS1 using the RWI scheme and the recurrent teaching of spelling strategies and conventions at KS2 using the ‘Nelson Spelling’ scheme of work. 
· Developing an increasingly wide knowledge of vocabulary and grammar which are taught implicitly and explicitly from Year 1 through to Year 6.
· Regular dictionary and thesaurus work.

· Use of word banks and displays.

· Regular opportunities to identify and use spellings within a context.
Writing
The programmes of study for writing at key stages 1 and 2 are constructed similarly to those for reading:

· transcription (spelling and handwriting)

· composition (articulating ideas and structuring them in speech and writing).

As a school, we use a variety of sources to inspire our writing which include the Scholastic scheme of work and The Write Stuff.  Quality texts allow our children to become immersed in rich vocabulary and  become exposed to excellent and varied sentence structures. 
Shared Writing
This provides an opportunity for teachers to demonstrate writing, including the thought processes that are required. Teachers should make explicit references to genre features, as well as word and sentence level work within the context of writing. Pupils contribute to the class composition by sharing their ideas with partners and then with the class. Within The Write Stuff programme, this is very prescriptive process when children are exposed to a wide range of sentence structures and writing conventions that they then adapt to create their own pieces.  

Guided Writing & Independent Writing
After the children have an understanding of the text type from  the reading that they have completed and the shared writing that has taken place with the teacher, they can then move on to writing themselves.  At first, this will often take the form of guided writing within a small group. Children are given the opportunity to complete a piece of writing with the support and guidance of their teacher and/or peers. If  the teacher wishes, this may be an ideal opportunity for a range of abilities to work together.  Likewise, it may allow the teacher or teaching assistant to focus on a particular skill with a group of children of similar ability. Analysis and discussion can be made as a whole class by looking at the writing produced.  This can be a perfect opportunity to demonstrate editing skills. 

After this, the children are more prepared for writing independently using the stimulus of the whole class reading and writing. As with the guided writing, children should be given the opportunity to self-assess and peer-assess writing. 

Handwriting and Presentation
At St Austin’s, children are taught to write legibly and fluently and at a reasonable speed. We believe a cursive style with correct letter formation must be taught when appropriate.
Please see the Handwriting & Presentation Policy for more details.
Planning 
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To ensure continuity and progression, we follow the National Curriculum guidelines set out by the government.

In the Early Years, teachers plan interesting and stimulating lessons so that the pupils can reach their Early Learning Goals.  This is very much led by the pupils themselves, where teachers are inspired by the children’s love of certain topics and themes.

In Key Stages 1 and 2,  teachers base their scheme of work around the termly objectives which are recorded in our medium term plans. The inspiration for these medium term plans comes from a variety of sources such as Scholastic and The Write Stuff.

Throughout all of the year groups, teachers are expected to plan for a variety of genres and topics to be covered.
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All class teachers are responsible for weekly planning based on their medium term plans. There are five hour lessons per week. In addition, reading sessions outside of these designated lessons take place to ensure that a significant focus is on reading skills and an enjoyment of reading.  
A further two and a half hours per week is devoted to Read Write Inc. or grammar, spelling and punctuation. As the children move further up the school, some of this spelling, grammar and punctuation work may be amalgamated into the English lesson, where appropriate so that the children can see these skills being used in context.

Children are regularly given the opportunity to produce an extended piece of writing to ensure that they have fully understood the genre that has been taught and to improve writing stamina. Wherever possible, teaching should be based around a class novel so that children can learn to appreciate the joy of reading and be introduced to novels from our literary heritage.  Children should be taught to consider the audience for their writing, so that they feel it has purpose.  This is particularly significant when writing non-fiction. 

A number of staff meetings are used to address the English curriculum and to ensure consistency of approach, standards and expectations.
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Inclusion
In planning work the teachers will aim:

· to provide breadth and balance of language activities for all children

· to provide an English curriculum to meet the needs of all the children through the continuity of experiences

· to set suitable learning challenges for individuals or small groups of children

· to respond to pupils diverse learning needs

· to liaise with the Special Needs Co-ordinator to ensure that provision is made for all children with S.E.N.

· to relate activities for S.E.N children to their individual targets taken from their IEPs.
· to overcome potential barriers to learning and assessment for individuals and groups of pupils.

· to identify vulnerable groups who are not making expected progress, and provide appropriate support.
Long Term Plans

The Long Term Planning Overviews from the Scholastic scheme of work are used for Years 1-6.  A yearly overview of the books that will be read in each year group is also produced. 
Medium term Plans

These are produced using the national curriculum objectives. The plans define what we teach and ensure the appropriate balance and distribution of work across each term.  The English coordinator and other members of the SLT are responsible for overseeing and reviewing these plans, in consultation with the class teacher. 
Short Term Plans

Class teachers produce weekly plans using a planning pro forma or in some instances using pre-existing planning sheets from the Scholastic or The Write Stuff schemes of work. These outline the skills taught and the texts chosen to enable that teaching. They include the learning objectives for the unit; new vocabulary to be taught; differentiated, shared activities; assessment criteria; and evaluation. The class teacher retains the plans, which can be discussed with the subject coordinator on an informal basis. 
Planning scrutiny takes place twice yearly and feedback is given to teaching staff.
Special Educational Needs

All children are entitled to receive the National Curriculum. Children with S.E.N. must receive an education that is appropriate to their level of understanding and development. This requires staff to plan and evaluate with care. Assistance may be sought from the coordinator, SENCO and support staff, in order to develop and agree on the methods most suitable for the individuals.
Providing additional adult support (from the teacher or a TA) and resources within the classroom setting is the most ideal way to ensure that children with additional needs can access the same curriculum as their peers. At times, it may be necessary to provide additional intervention in order to allow these children to catch up. Specific interventions for English include: Fresh Start, Nessie, Beat Dyslexia and Get Writing. 
The needs of the Gifted and Talented are observed and extra material is available and differentiated tasks are planned to ensure stimulation, fulfilment and a broadening of skills.  

Equal opportunity

All our children will have access to the New Curriculum, regardless of their race, gender, cultural background, ability or disability. Every child will receive high quality education based on their needs and ability. Children who are entitled to Pupil Premium will be monitored closely to ensure that any gaps between PP children and non PP children is closed. 
Developing and monitoring the curriculum

The English subject lead is responsible for the development and monitoring of the English Curriculum (supported by the SLT). She is available to help with planning and is responsible for updating the Policy, schemes of work and Action Plan.

In order to support and improve existing teaching the coordinator:

· Attends training, remaining informed about current developments in the subject

· Monitors planning and observes lessons (alongside the SLT)
· Offers support through modelling lessons or parts of lessons

· Moderates samples of children’s work (alongside the SLT)
· Moderates writing levels (alongside the SLT)
· Liaises with the Head teacher to discuss current needs for development 

· Organises Inset to offer CPD.
Assessment and Recording

Assessment is a vital aspect of an efficient and effective teaching policy, and therefore should be a continual and integral part of the planning and delivery of the curriculum.

Short Term assessment is used to guide the progress of individual pupils and is usually carried out informally by teachers in the course of their teaching and marking.

AFL will inform future planning in English lessons; Read Write Inc sessions; reading comprehension; and spelling, grammar and punctuation lessons (where problem areas can be addressed immediately). 
Long Term Formal assessment is carried out each term and results are uploaded to the O Track Assessment system.  The results are analysed by the class teacher, the subject leader and the SLT. The analysis of these is used to assess progress against school targets and national targets. With the help of this assessment, teachers are able to set targets for the next school year and to summarise the progress of each child in the annual school report sent out to parents in July.

The next teacher also uses these long term assessments to inform their planning for the following year.

Formal assessment is carried out through the government national tests (SATs) at Year 2 and Year 6.  Optional tests are also carried out in Years 1, 3, 4 and 5 so that teachers can assess the progress of their pupils against age related expectations.
Marking

Marking of English is in accordance with the school’s Marking Policy.
Homework

Homework is set for English in accordance with the school’s Homework Policy. 
Reporting

At the end of the school year each child receives a written report which outlines the progress they have made throughout the year and sets targets for the following year. 

Parents are welcome to discuss the contents of the report with the Head teacher. During the year parents are invited to attend “open afternoons/evenings” which will follow the autumn and spring assessments, to talk about their child’s current achievement, progression and targets.  
Signed                                        (Chair of Governors)
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